uddite is a term that has been
associated with opposition to
technological change since
coming to fruition in the early 19th
century. Often used as a derogatory
term, itis a label that is intended to
dismiss an individual’s arguments against
a specific technological change as being
archaic and ridiculous.
Opposing viewpoints state that

Luddites are actually opposed to negative

social, cultural and economic effects
resulting from technological change.

HISTORY

The official Luddite movement
began in 1811 as British textile workers

battled against the technological changes

brought on by the industrial revolution.
They destroyed several factories and
machines throughout England, signing

their letters with the name of “King Ludd” !

in tribute to a man whose actions were
seen to be inspirational towards their
cause.

After several “Battles” with the
British army, followed promptly by
executions, the industrial revolution was
able to carry on in full swing.

The Modern Luddite

Neo-Luddism is a contemporary
manifestation of technological
skepticism. Not to be confused with
technophobia, this ideology states that
technology does not improve all things
and should be implemented with due
caution.
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